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A packed theater 
Just as we expected, the Chamizal Theater was jammed on Saturday night for Lizt Alfonso Dance Cuba. National Park Service personnel turned cars away in the parking lot after capacity seating was reached in the theater. In spite of stories about how impoverished and needy Cubans are these days, if the dancers who performed here are any example, they sure aren’t short on talent. Alfonso, a Havana native, started this company at the age of 23 in 1991 and is touring the U.S. for the second time.

Composed entirely of 18 women dancers, five male musicians and two singers, a man and woman, the company is a superb creation of precise coordination with Caribbean and Spanish rhythms. All but two of the 11 pulsating dances were choreographed by Alfonso. 

What makes them unique is the fusion of ballet, Afro Cuban and Spanish flamenco into a contemporary coordinate. The lovely young dancers, smiling broadly, were a sharp contrast to the usual serious demeanor of haughty Spanish dancers. Such was the impression at the opening “Malaguena” as they exploded onstage castanets chattering and heels in rat-a-tat mode.

“Iré a Santiago, (“I’m going to Santiago)” set three flamenco dancers in red-ruffled dresses as counterpoint to a trio of more romantic Cuban hoofers in white. Part of the intrigue was seeing the latter dance in blue flat slippers, making one wonder how they kept them on their feet. It was an interesting contrast to see the elegant, sinuous Spanish dancers interact with the more earthy Cuban dancers.

At a master class the day before, 25 students learned the elements of Cuban dance. If you ever get a chance to see this company, jump on it! They’re the best ambassadors Fidel could ever find to represent Cuba.

