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Hot hot Danza Cuba 

By PATRICK SHEPHERD - The Press | Friday, 27 July 2007





Fuerza, y Compas. Danza Cuba. Isaac Theatre Royal. July 26. 
The 2007 Arts Festival burst into life on stage at the Theatre Royal with an energetic and passionate display from Danza Cuba. 

This arts company of 18 women put every ounce of their being into this dazzling and heady display of flamenco, Latin and Caribbean. 

A six-piece combo backed them with evocative singing, polyrhythmic percussion, moody Spanish guitar and jazz keyboard. 

The costuming was stunning, figure-hugging bodices and voluminous skirts that swirled and flowed, falling perfectly across the dancers' bodies as they pounded relentlessly through powerful and punishing routines, stamping, clapping and moving in perfect unison through their sets. 

Their expressions flashed passion, fire, pride and excitement, often within a fleeting moment. We were left in no doubt as to how the show got its name – Strength and Beat. 

The routines themselves were an eclectic mixture of the traditional and the modern, ranging from the haughty, proud flamenco to more fusion moves where you could spot ballet, modern dance, Afro-Caribbean and the Latin gestures all melding together. 

Director and choreographer Lizt Alfonso certainly utilised this boundless energy well but also came up with similarly gentle and reflective episodes. 

The lighting was simple, generally a rich scarlet backdrop but that made the blue routine in Act Two all the more different, both stylistically and in terms of mood. 

